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US NAVY SEA-SWAP OPERATIONS 
Petition 

Hon Dee Margetts presented the following petition bearing the signatures of 1 176 persons - 

To the President and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western Australia 
assembled. 

We, the undersigned residents of Western Australia object to arrangements that are being made with the 
U.S. Navy whereby crews of U.S. warships will be changed over in Western Australia. 

‘Sea Swap’ will enable the U.S. Navy to save much time, fuel and cost, giving it greater accessibility to 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and possibly lead to the establishment of a permanent U.S. Navy maintenance 
base in Cockburn Sound and use of the Lancelin Defence Training Area for U.S. aerial and naval target 
practice.  There are few advantages to our community. 

Through its Nuclear Posture Review, the U.S. has reiterated its reliance on nuclear weapons.  It has 
stated it is prepared to use them against seven listed countries, among which is Iraq.  By resorting to 
military force in its war on terrorism, the U.S. has vastly added to the resentment harboured against it in 
some quarters. 

We are concerned that Sea Swap will associate us more closely with the U.S. and its methods, and 
expose us further to threats of retaliation. 

We advocate diplomacy and development as peaceful means of responding to the global security crisis, 
and oppose providing support, via Sea Swap or by other means, for the militaristic strategies of the U.S. 

Your petitioners respectfully ask that the Legislative Assembly - 

The PRESIDENT:  I trust that the petition will be checked to see whether it is in order; and, if it is, it will be 
accepted. 

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  I have realised that some of the petitions I have are addressed to the Legislative 
Council and some are addressed to the Legislative Assembly.  I am not sure how I progress. 

The PRESIDENT:  The petition is probably correctly in order, but the numbers may be different.  The numbers 
will be checked.   

Hon DEE MARGETTS:  It continues - 

1. consult with the electorate on this issue 

2. urgently debate all aspects of the Sea Swap program 

And your petitioners as in duty bound, will forever pray. 

[See paper No 1112.] 
 


